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Dear Parent/Carer                                                                                                         December 2013
As we approach Christmas and the end of 2013, I wish to thank you for all your support for Peterhead Academy over what has been another year of progress. In particular, thank you for your ongoing support with our school uniform, homework and attendance, as we work together to see your child achieve his/her full potential.
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Young Enterprise: On the 7th and 8th December, our Young Enterprise Group “The Candolls” set up their stall in the Bon Accord Centre in Aberdeen and made over £400 profit, with them on target to make several hundred more by the end of the project. In addition, out of the twenty two schools participating at the Bon Accord Centre, “The Candolls” won the “Best Marketing and Sales” award. This is a first for Peterhead Academy and one of only six awards presented on the day. Well done to our budding entrepreneurs, who will also be selling their wares at the entrance to our Christmas Concert on the evening of Wednesday 18th December. Details of our other successes, including this years Young Philanthropy Initiative, will be in subsequent newsletters. In the meantime please visit our website http://www.peterheadacademy.aberdeenshire.sch.uk and keep a watchful eye in the local press.
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School Christmas Concert: A few tickets are still available for our Christmas Concert on the evening of Wednesday 18th December. The concert is being held in the Community Theatre, starts at 7.30pm and tickets can be purchased from the School Office price £4 and £2 concessions. We look forward to seeing you there at what promises to be an excellent evening of our pupils demonstrating their exceptional talents.
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Adverse Weather Arrangements: We are approaching the time of 

year when we may be at risk of disruption due to adverse weather. 

Details of our procedures and sources of pupils’ work for such occasions,

including “Show my Homework” and “SCHOLAR” are to be found in 
our website http://www.peterheadacademy.aberdeenshire.sch.uk
Please familiarise yourself with these and assist us in encouraging your child to do likewise, to minimise the effect of any disruption on their education.
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“TWITTER”: To improve our communications further, especially now that winter is with us and the risk of disruption to our school day increases, I’d like to remind you that you can follow us on Twitter. The number of our “followers” is increasing and you can follow us @PeterheadA. We will be continuing to use our Twitter account for general school updates and reminders, as well as any adverse weather information, so please sign up and become one of our “followers.”

Prelim Arrangements: This session due to the structure of N4 & N5 courses, prelim arrangements will be different for S4 pupils. In line with other Aberdeenshire schools, blanket prelim leave for all S4 pupils will not be taking place as in previous sessions, however our S5 & S6 pupils will have blanket prelim leave as in previous sessions. A more detailed communication, along with your child’s prelim timetable will be issued at the start of next term.
SQA Exams: This session’s SQA Exam will start fractionally earlier than in previous years with the first exam being on Tuesday 29th April. Pupils will be issued with timetables of their exams at Easter but in the meantime please put this date in your calendars at home.
After School Study Classes: I am delighted to confirm we will again be offering a range of after school study classes for S4 to S6 pupils next term. There is clear evidence that the pupils who attended last session’s classes performed better than those who didn’t. Your child will be given a schedule of the classes at the start of next term and a copy will also be placed on our website for your reference and to assist you in encouraging them to attend.
On behalf of all of us at Peterhead Academy, have a Merry Christmas. We wish you all a Prosperous 2014 and we look forward to working alongside you in the coming year to see your children achieve their full potential during their time with us and in preparation for their lives ahead.
Yours faithfully,
Evan L Ritchie

Head Teacher (Acting)
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